While the postulates of Koch have never been fulfilled in granuloma inguinale, there is much presumptive evidence to indicate that Donovania granulomatis is the aetiological agent of the disease. The prototype of D. granulomatis was isolated originally by Anderson (1943) , and since that time at least six other investigators (Beveridge, 1945; Dienst, 1948; Goldberg, Weaver, and Packer, 1953; Jennison, Helwig, and Milstone, 1947; Sheldon, Thebaut, Heyman, and Wall, 1945; Thomison, 1951) have isolated additional strains. The organism isolated in each of these cases was a Gram-negative pleomorphic rod which grew only in the presence of egg yolk material. Morphologically these organisms showed bipolar staining with Wright's stain and, when capsulated, closely resembled the Donovan bodies which are pathognomonic for the disease.
In addition to the morphological similarity between Donovania 
Results
Inoculations into the in vitro medium gave contradictory results. Some growth did occur, but no consistent results were obtained. A similar situation had occurred some years previously when it was found that the diet of the hen was of great importance to the growth-promoting properties of the yolk material obtained from her eggs (Goldberg and others, 1953 Since the possibility of contamination is ever present while working with a biological material such as egg yolk, this possibility had to be taken into account. Fortunately, the problem of possible contamination could be resolved with some success because antigens and antisera were available which had been prepared 10 to 12 years ago and preserved in the frozen state. Previous work had shown that these antigens reacted with 136 out of 151 sera from granuloma inguinale patients in whom Donovan bodies had been demonstrated. Antigen and D. granulomatis rabbit antisera produced from the strains grown in lactalbumin hydrolysate medium were also available.
The serological data obtained are outlined in Table 11 . It is obvious that the strains now under cultivation contain many of the antigens found in the strains cultured 10 to 12 years ago. These findings suggest that the organisms under cultivation are not contaminants. (1) A low oxidation-reduction potential which can be satisfied by the use of a thioglycollate medium; (2) A factor or factors found in egg for which may be substituted the enzymatic digests of bovine albumin or soya meal. Acid hydrolysis of these materials destroys this factor. Presumptive evidence is presented to indicate that this factor is probably a peptide. These findings along with the previously published serological relationships between D. granulomatis and members of the Enterobacteriaceae, strengthen the idea of a faecal habitat of D. granulomatis.
